ESP and psychology by unknown
Book Reviews
changing views of human nature, and is written by the editor, who is Professor of
Englishinthe University ofCaliforniaatLosAngeles.
Clearly, both sides ofthe coin are necessary for a balanced view ofthe Renaissance
and Dr. Kinsmanhasdonewelltoilluminate thereverseface.
SIR CYRIL BURT, ESP and psychology, edited by Anita Gregory, London,
Weidenfeld&Nicolson, 1975, 8vo,pp.vii, 179,£4.50.
Although Cyril Burt (1883-1971) is best known for his work on the application of
psychology to education, to the development of children and to the assessment of
mental qualities, he also contributed to ESP, as an obituarist had to point out (The
Times, 15 October 1971). This book, stimulated by the same obituarist, contains eight
carefully selected essays based on articles, lectures or reviews, all published except the
lasttwo. Theyrangefrom 1935 to 1967, butmostwerewritteninthe 1960s.
Burt believed that consciousness is a central feature of psychology, and that the
application of mathematics to psychology is likewise essential. These two extremes
arose out of his work in educational and developmental psychology, which closely
resemble para-psychology because in each an amalgam of personal experience and
impeccable experimental and statistical data is essential. Burt's attraction to ESP is
therefore understandable, and in the brief but informative introduction the editor
explainsthisand otherbackgroundfeatures ofhisinterestin, andapproachto, whatin
his day was an unorthodoxy. However, his statement that ESP is a natural phenome-
non that should be part ofpsychology, although held as heretical when made, may
now, inviewofincreasingdata, bemoreacceptable.
The editorhaschosenonlypapersintendedforthegeneral reader, andtogetherthey
provide us with an excellent survey ofBurt's work on ESP. Whether right or wrong,
as may bejudged in the future, there is no doubt that ESPforms an important part of
thehistoryofpsychologyingeneral.
WHITFIELD J. BELL,jr., Thecolonialphysician andotheressays, NewYork, Science
History Publications, 1975, 8vo,pp. [2 11], 229,illus., paperback, [nopricestated].
Since 1940Whitfield Bell, a historianbytraining, has beenpublishingpapers on the
history ofNorth American medicine. He now collects together sixteen ofthem, and as
the title ofthe book, which is also the title ofthe first paper, suggests, they deal pre-
dominently with the eighteenth century. All but three ('A portrait of the Colonial
physician', 'Philadelphia medical students in Europe, 1750-1800', 'Body-snatching in
Philadelphia') arecentred onthe activities ofindividuals, and amongstothers there are
John Redman, Benjamin Franklin,John Morgan andWilliamShippen. Eachessayis a
scholarly contribution with full documentation and written in a pleasing style. As a
collection they present an excellent survey ofeighteenth-century American medicine,
together with vivid insights into the activities ofparticular physicians. Moreover, as
most of this medicine stemmed from European practice, Dr. Bell's book should be
studied carefully by all those engaged in any aspect of medicine in the eighteenth
century, aswell asstudentsofAmericanmedicine. Itcanbewarmlyrecommended, and
it is to be hoped that Dr. Bell, the accepted authority on Colonial American medicine
andscience, willnowprovide anintegratedhistoryofthisformativeperiod.
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